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AUTUMN ADVENTURES

Unfortunately, you can’t come into the Flagstaff Hill Maritime 

Village these school holidays, but don’t despair. This Autumn we 

made this activity booklet for you, full of tools to create, learn and 

have some old-fashioned fun!

There’s lots of things to make and play. We’ve made a list for you:
• Cooking Up a Storm: Scones
• Make and Create:

• Easter Bonnets
• Hanging Beaded Eggs
• Easter Bunny Headband
• Woven Easter Baskets 

• Old-Fashioned Games:
• Egg and Spoon Races
• Quoits
• Sack Races
• Skipping
• Knuckles
• Pick-up Sticks
• Hopscotch 

• Sea Shanty Singalongs
• Easter Colouring In
• Old Fashioned Handwriting Template
• Loch Ard Peacock Reading Activity
• School in the Olden Days Script

Check out our website and social media channels for informative ‘how to’ videos that 
are the companions to this activity book. 

Share your Autumn Adventure creations by tagging #FlagstaffHillAtHome - we’ll be 
checking and sharing them. 

Welcome aboard our first ever take-home school holiday program!

An exciting and adventurous journey awaits you…

So, what are you waiting for?! Grab your family, find a space and get started. The only 
question is, what are you going to do first? 

Enjoy your time in the 1800s. 

Yours Sincerely, 

The Flagstaff Hill Team
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We are going to make a simple but tasty treat called scones, which can be sweet or savoury.

They are cheap to make, filling and yummy!

There is a story from the olden days that if the lady of the house saw dust at her front gate by the time her guests reached the front door 
there would be a batch of scones cooking! These delicious goodies are that quick and easy to make.

But before we start baking, we must do something very important: wash our hands!

INGREDIENTS
• Plain flour, for dusting
• 3 cups self-raising flour
• 80g slightly salted  butter (softened),  or margarine
• 1/4 cups milk
• Jam, to serve
• Whipped cream, to serve

METHOD

Step 1  Preheat oven to 200°C. Sift self-raising flour into a large bowl.

Step 2  Using your fingertips, rub butter into flour until mixture resembles breadcrumbs.

Step 3  Make a well in the centre. Add 1 cup of milk. Mix with a flat-bladed knife until mixture forms a soft dough, adding more milk if 
required. Turn the dough onto a lightly floured surface. Knead gently until smooth (Remember, it isn’t playdough. Don’t knead the dough 
too much or the scones won’t turn out light and fluffy.)

Step 4  Lightly dust a flat baking tray with plain flour.

Step 5  Gently pat the dough into a 2cm-thick round. Using a 5cm (diameter) round cutter, a glass turned upside down works well for this 
task, cut out 12 rounds. Press remaining dough together and cut out remaining 4 rounds. Place scones onto prepared baking tray (greased or 
cover in baking paper), 1cm apart. Sprinkle tops with a little plain flour.

Step 6  Bake for 20 to 25 minutes or until golden and well risen. Transfer to a wire rack. Serve warm with jam and cream.

COOKING UP A STORM:  SCONES
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EASTER BONNETS

Following are the instructions for how to make the bonnet shown 

below, but this is only one way you can make a fabulous Easter 

bonnet.

INSTRUCTIONS:

Look around and use your imagination. There are many things in your house that you 
could use to make a totally unique creation. Use materials from your recycling and cover 
them in coloured paper or material, covers off old school books, cardboard boxes or 
even headbands that you no longer use.

For the base of the bonnet, an old straw hat or cap could be used and then you would 
just need to decorate it to make a fabulous creation .

The base of the bonnet seen above was made from cardboard from an old box..

Step 1  Trace a circle about 23cm wide onto a piece of firm cardboard. A plate can be 
used to trace around.

Step 2  Trace a second circle 6-10cm inside the first

Step 3  Cut around the outer circle and then the inner circle to make the brim. Keep 
the circular piece of cardboard that you cut out from the middle as this becomes the top 
of the hat.

Step 4  Make a cylinder from a piece of cardboard that fits snuggly inside your brim. 
Use either sticky tape or staples to hold the cylinder together. The cylinder can be as tall 
or as short as you want to make it.

Step 5  Secure the cylinder to the base with sticky tape.

Step 6  Tape the leftover circle to the top of the cylinder and you have your bonnet.

Step 7  Now it’s time for you to decorate. Have fun!

MAKE AND CREATE

EASTER BUNNY EARS

You will need:
• Cardboard/paper or any material to make a headband with.
• Paper to print/draw a rabbit face
• Coloured pencils, textas etc,
• Scissors
• Decorating material - cotton balls are good to use if you have them.

INSTRUCTIONS:

Step 1  Make a strip of paper long enough to go around the child’s head (you may need 
to tape two pieces end to end to get it long enough). You can make it as thick or thin as 
you like.

Step 2  Print out the rabbit face template (on the next page) or trace/hand draw it 
yourself. Let your imagination run wild and colour it in or stick some material on.

Step 3  Tape the face onto the headband strip.

Step 4  Decorate the strip with stickers/markers/etc as desired. We drew some 
colourful Easter eggs on ours.

Step 5  Tape the strip in a loop so it fits on the head.
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HANGING BEADED EGG

You will need:
• Wire (heavy and light)
• pipe cleaners (optional) € beads

INSTRUCTIONS: 

Step 1  Cut the heavy wire to the size you want it and make it into the shape of a large 
egg. Twist the ends together.  If you don’t have pipe cleaners thread the beads directly 
onto the wire before making the egg.

Step 2  From the sides of the egg hang one end of the lighter wire or thread by tying 
it in place. Thread with beads and secure to opposite side of the wire egg. Repeat this 
step 3-4 times down to the bottom of the wire egg.

Step 3  Thread beads onto 2-3 pipe cleaners and wrap them around the wire egg. 
Instead   of pipe cleaners you could use some wool or strips of material.

Step 4  Using a small amount of thread or thin wire make a loop at the top of the egg 
to enable you to hang your completed egg.

MAKE AND CREATE
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MAKE AND CREATE
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WOVEN EASTER BASKETS

You will need:
• 3 pieces of A4 paper
• ruler
• scissors
• pen or pencil
• stapler
• glue stick

INSTRUCTIONS:

Step 1 On two pieces of paper, using the width of the ruler, rule lines along length of 
the paper. These will be cut into strips for weaving and handles. 

Step 2 Take the third piece of paper and fold it in half, with the two short edges meet-
ing each other at the top.

Step 3 Using the width of ruler, rule lines 
on the folded piece perpendicular to the long 
folded edge. Take scissors and cut these lines 
starting from the fold, stopping before you 
reach the edge of the paper to keep the paper 
intact. This is the base of your basket.

Step 4 You can turn the folded piece inside 
out to hide the ruled lines. Then taking the 
strips of paper, begin weaving over and under 
the strips of your basket base. Once the strip 
has been weaved through every strip of the 
basket, push it to the long edge. Take a sec-
ond strip and weave it in the opposite direction, 
under and over. Repeat this on both sides of 
your basket base. 

MAKE AND CREATE

Step 5 Staple the outside edges of the paper to keep the strips in place and close the 
sides of the basket. You can cover the staples using the left over strips and a glue stick. 

Step 6 Staple the remaining two strips to the basket to create the handles. 

Step 7 Now it’s time to decorate your basket with pencils, stickers, magazine cutouts 
or whatever you can find. 

Step 8 Take a photo of your Easter basket and send it to Flagstaff Hill!
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EGG AND SPOON RACES

You will need:  Spoons, eggs (chocolate eggs, chicken eggs, golf balls)
How it works:  Children line up at a start line with their egg and spoon.
Place the egg on the spoon and the other hand behind your back (optional) as it stops 
the participant holding the egg on the spoon.
On “GO” race as fast as you can to the finish line.
If the egg falls off the spoon you must stop and place the egg back on the spoon before 
you continue the race.
Whoever crosses the finish line first with their egg still on their spoon wins.

QUOITS

You will need:  If you don’t have a quoit set you can make your own:
- Create 8 medium sized circles with some wire
- Find a long stick and hammer it into the ground
How it works:  Stand 1 – 2 metres from the stand/stick and attempt to throw the ring 
over the stick. Move further away as you get better. Take it in turns to see who can get 
the most on the stick in 10 attempts.

SACK RACES

You will need:  a pillow case or old potato sack
How it works:  Put both feet and your legs inside the sack and race from one point 
to the other. See who can get there the quickest. There are many methods to use, 
jumping, waddling etc. See which is the quickest.

SKIPPING

You will need:  rope, skipping rope, scarf...
How it works:  Jumping rope can be lots of fun and you can make up many different 
games to play. Try seeing how many times you can jump in a row, spin the rope 
backwards, use a long rope and get everyone in the family to join in.
        

KNUCKLES

You will need:  knuckle bones or you can improvise with stones. 2-3 will be enough 
for young children although 5 knuckle bones are used in the original game.
How it works:  You need to be on your knees on the floor or ground to play this 
game. Hold the knuckle bones in the palm of your hand and throw them all into the air.

Try to catch them on the back of your hand as they come down.
To pick up the ones you didn’t catch throw up one that you have in your hand and while 
it is in the air, pick up one from the ground and then catch the one that is in the air as it 
comes down. Sound tricky? Well it is! Keep practising though. Once you’ve mastered 
that try picking up 2,3,4 at a time from the floor.

PICK UP STICKS

You will need:  You can buy pick up sticks from toy stores or make your own using 
skewers. Cut of the pointy end.
How it works:   Player one begins the game by holding all of the sticks in their hand 
and then dropping them to the ground, scattering them across the floor.
The player then proceeds to pick up the sticks, one by one, without moving any sticks 
other than the stick they are attempting to pick up. If any of the other sticks are moved, 
the players turn ends, and the next player has their turn. The winner is the person who 
picks up the most sticks when all are picked up.

HOPSCOTCH

You will need:  chalk and pavement, tape on inside flooring or draw the following in 
the dirt using a stick.
How it works:

Step 1  Draw a traditional hopscotch diagram like the one above. (Chalk is best for 
asphalt and pavement outdoors. If you’re playing inside, use masking or painter’s tape.)
Step 2  Throw a small stone, twig, beanbag, or other marker into the first square. (If 
it lands on a line, or outside the square, you lose your turn. Pass the marker to the 
following player and wait for your next turn.)
Step 3  Hop on one foot into the first empty square, and then every subsequent empty 
square. Be sure to skip the one your marker is on.
Step 4  At the pairs (4-5 and 7-8), jump with both feet.
Step 5  At 10, hop with both feet, turn around, and head back toward the start.
Step 6  When you reach the marked square again, pick up the marker -- still on one 
foot! -- and complete the course.
Step 7  If you finished without any mistakes, pass the marker to the next player. On 
your next turn, throw the marker to the next number.
Step 8  If you fall, jump outside the lines, or miss a square or the marker, you lose your 
turn and must repeat the same number on your next turn. Whoever reaches 10 first, wins.

OLD FASHIONED GAMES
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Head to our website to play the songs and sing along with the lyrics below.

The Drunken Sailor

SEA SHANTY KARAOKE

What you’re gonna do with a drunken sailor?
What you’re gonna do with a drunken sailor?
What you’re gonna do with a drunken sailor?

Early in the morning!

Chorus: (repeated after each verse)
Hooray and up she rises Hooray and up she rises Hooray and up she rises Earl-eye in the morning!

Put him in scuppers with a hosepipe on him,
Shave his belly with a rusty razor,

Pull out the plug and wet him all over,
Throw him in the bilge and make him drink it,

Hang him from the yard arm til he’s sober,
Put him to bed with the Captain’s daughter,

Put him in his cabin and stop his liquor,
Trice him up in a runnin’ bowline,

Tie him to the taff-rail when she’s yard-arm under,
Stick him in the crow’s nest till he’s sober,
Put him in the long boat until he’s sober,
Make him captain of an Exxon Tanker.
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SEA SHANTY KARAOKE

Nelson’s Blood

Oh a drop of Nelson’s blood wouldn’t do us any harm,
Oh a drop of Nelson’s blood wouldn’t do us any harm,
Oh a drop of Nelson’s blood wouldn’t do us any harm,

And we’ll all hang on behind.

Chorus (after each verse):
And we will roll the old chariot along,

We’ll roll the old chariot along,
We’ll roll the old chariot along, 
And we’ll all hang on behind.

Oh, a pot of Irish stew wouldn’t do us any harm (x3)

Oh, a nice fat cook wouldn’t do us any harm (x3)

Oh, a night at Charlie Brown’s wouldn’t do us any harm (x3)

Oh, a night at Charlie Brown’s might make you stiff and sore (x3)
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SEA SHANTY KARAOKE

Blow the Man Down

Come all you young fellows who follow the sea, To me way, hay, blow the man down,
Now, please pay attention and listen to me, Give me some time to blow the man down!

I’m a deep-water sailor just come from Hong Kong.

To me way, hay, blow the man down, If you give me some whiskey I’ll sing you a song.
Give me some time to blow the man down!

On a trim Black Ball liner I first served my time. On a trim Black Ball liner I wasted my prime.

When a trim Black Ball liner’s preparing for sea, You’d split your sides laughin’, such sights you would see.

There’s tinkers and tailors, shoemakers and all, They’re all shipped for sailors on board the Black Ball.

When a big Black Ball liner’s a-leaving her dock, The boys and the girls on the pierhead do flock.

Now, when the big liner is clear of the land, Our bosun he roars out the word of command.

“Come, quickly lay aft to the break of the poop, Or I’ll help you along with the toe of my boot!”

“Pay attention to orders, now you one and all, For see, right above you there flies the Black Ball!

“`This larboard and starboard on deck you will sprawl, For `Kicking Jack’ Rogers commands the Black Ball!”
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In the 1800s there was no such thing as a phone. Instead, they wrote letters to one another and sent them in the post
 Handwriting was like an art and very important, as it was a sign of status and importance.

Have a go at writing the alphabet below – you may even want to write a letter to a family member to show them your old-fashioned handwriting.

Name: 

Aa
Bb
Cc
Dd
Ee
Ff

CURSIVE WRITING

Gg
Hh
Ii
Jj
Kk
Ll

Mm
Nn
Oo
Pp
Qq
Rr
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Ss
Tt
Uu
Vv
Ww
Xx
Yy

Zz
1
2
3
4
5
6

CURSIVE WRITING

7
8
9
Flagstaff 

Hill
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A tall ship edged slowly, warily northwards pushed inexorably forward by a strong, a 
very strong, south-westerly wind; she was sailing blind as a heavy haze clung about her. 
The wind was cold, icy cold, for it had travelled from the Antarctic, over a 1000 miles of 
open sea, to reach the shores the ship approached with such caution and trepidation. It 
was 4.00 am on the morning of June 1  1878, the ship was the Loch Ard and the shore 
she approached was the dreaded Shipwreck Coast.

After 90 days of fine sailing from England that had taken the Loch Ard across the 
Atlantic, through the tropical ‘doldrums’ and far south into ice-berg laden waters, she 
now had one last challenge to overcome; she must thread the ‘Eye of the Needle’, the 
narrow 50 mile stretch of water that separates Cape Otway from King Island at the 
entrance to Bass Strait. Her destination was Melbourne in Victoria Australia and on this 
day, June 1  1878, she would arrive; if she could find the ‘Eye of the Needle’.

Aboard, she carried 53 souls, a crew of 37 and 16 passengers, most travelling First 
Class, for this was no migrant ship with bodies crammed together without comfort 
or privacy, rather it was a ‘luxury liner’ designed to carry its passengers speedily 
and comfortably to their destination and the passengers had indeed enjoyed their 
journey. Below her decks, however, she also carried a precious cargo; Melbourne, in 
the aftermath of the development that occurred as a result of the Gold Rushes of the 
1850’s, was well on the way to becoming ‘Marvellous’ as the newly wealthy sought to 
show off their wealth. Thus, the Loch Ard’s cargo contained grand pianos and crystal 
chandeliers, as well as industrial items like sheets of copper and ingots of lead. She also 
carried a number of items made at Minton Potteries in Stoke on Trent, England; tiles for 
the floors of the grand houses then being built and pottery and ceramic ware with which 
to decorate them. Some of these items were intended for display at the grand opening 
of the Melbourne Exhibition Building (now World Heritage Listed) in 1880 and one, 
in particular, stood head and shoulders above the rest. A Minton Peacock, so highly 
regarded that it was placed in the personal care and responsibility of the ship’s captain 
George Gibb, had its own special packing case and position on the ship. This bird was 
to become known as the legendary ‘Loch Ard Peacock’.

The previous evening (March 31 ) the passengers had celebrated the end of their 
pleasant journey and then gone to their beds, in happy anticipation of the morning. 
Captain Gibb, however, did not sleep; indeed he had left the celebration early and 
returned to the bridge, for he was uncertain of his position and had his men aloft 
searching for a glimpse of land or the Cape Otway Light. But he would never see that 

light, for the good fortune that had so far been theirs now deserted them. And when the 
haze finally lifted, in the pre-dawn darkness the cliffs of the Shipwreck Coast were ready 
to claim yet another victim.

In spite of the fine seamanship of Captain Gibb and the efforts of his crew the Loch Ard 
was dragged onto that ‘fatal shore’. Caught on the rocky ledges at the base of the cliffs 
of Mutton Bird Island, about 3 miles east of present day Port Campbell, she sank quickly 
sending most of the passengers and crew to their deaths and the precious cargo to the 
bottom of the sea. Only two people survived the tragic wreck; Tom Pearce, an 18 year 
old apprentice sailor, was first to reach the shore of what is now known as ‘Loch Ard 
Gorge’. The second was Miss Eva Carmichael, an 18 year old passenger, who lost all of 
her family in the disaster, and who was rescued by Tom after spending some 4 hours in 
the freezing waters.

But this is not their story, for there was to be another amazing story of survival from this 
tragic shipwreck; the Minton Peacock, in all its splendour, was to rise, like an oceanic 
Phoenix, from its watery grave and become an image of triumph over adversity for many 
of those who have taken a similar journey to a new life in a new and strange country.

How did this Peacock, today the ‘Holy Grail’ of Majolica Collectors world wide, survive 
in all its magnificent glory? Just two days after the wreck, as salvage operations began 
in what is now Loch Ard Gorge, local man Charles McGillivray reported pulling a large 
crate from the sea, inside of which, he said, was a large pottery peacock that was intact 
‘but for a chip on its beak’. Its survival was probably due to a combination of fortuitous 
circumstances; it was well-packed in a wooden crate that floated, it was under the 
personal care of Captain Gibb and the deck and superstructure quickly broke up 
allowing many lighter goods to float out. Indeed, early newspaper reports indicate that 
a large amount of cargo was washed up both in the Gorge and on beaches to its west 
(although much of this was lost to looters).

Unfortunately, after a disagreement with officialdom, Mr McGillivray stopped his salvage 
operations and returned home, leaving the Peacock on the beach. On June 12 a storm 
blew up and washed many of the salvaged goods in the Gorge back into the sea; yet 
Mc Gillivray had been criticised for hauling the salvage too far up the beach! In spite of 
this, when James Miller, who had bought the salvage rights to the wreck, and Thomas 
Keys his diver inspected the site on June 14 it seemed to them that much valuable 
salvage remained and over the following days goods on shore were hauled

THIS BIRD HAS A TAIL - TO TELL!

The Story of the Loch Ard Peacock
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up the cliffs; amongst these was the Peacock which they also had rescued from the 
sea! Thus the Peacock survived twice! Unfortunately, on June 17 another great storm 
blew up and this time almost nothing of value was to remain.

As the only significant item of salvage was the Peacock, it was kept by Mr. Miller and 
stayed with his family until the death of his daughter Miss Florence Miller in 1940. Yet 
it was never completely out of the public ‘eye’; in 1928 the Australian Home Beautiful 
Magazine told the story of the Peacock’s survival and contained interviews with Miss 
Miller and with Thomas Keys, the master diver who in this interview revealed the greater 
damage to the peacock.    He said

(The case) was washed up intact, and being opened, was found to contain a life-
sized peacock. Either in the crash against the rocks or in the opening of the case the 
head was broken off, but was easily cemented on again after it had been removed to 
Mr Miller’s home. Australian Home Beautiful. March 1, 1928.

Strangely, it is these two breakages, now properly repaired, that prove beyond doubt 
that the Peacock presently housed in the Flagstaff Hill Maritime Village in Warrnambool, 
Victoria, Australia is indeed the same Peacock that emerged from the sea in June 
1878. As early as 1931 Miss Miller found it necessary to quash stories of the Loch Ard 
Peacock’s appearance in Sydney by asserting in a letter to the Melbourne Argus on 21 
July 1931 that “it remained in her home, a treasured family possession.”, and throughout 
the latter part of the 20  century the Peacock Hotel in Rowsley, Derbyshire, England also 
claimed to be the home of the famous Loch Ard Peacock. As the ‘Rowsley’ peacock 
had connections to India this mis-identification may have arisen as a result of Miss 
Miller’s attempts to sell the Peacock to a buyer in India in 1938, at which time it had 
been valued at ₤2000 (a far cry from the almost ₤108,000 a peacock (which may have 
been the ‘Rowsley’ peacock) sold for in England last year and the A$4 million for which 
the Loch Ard Peacock is insured).

The Loch Ard Peacock was not immediately sold after Miss Miller’s death and remained 
in an Antique Dealers in Melbourne until it was bought at auction about 1944 by Mr 
Frank Ridley-Lee and placed in his new home in Heidelberg, a suburb of Melbourne. In 
1945 he wrote to Minton seeking further information about his purchase but they were 
of little help ‘as our records about them (the peacocks) cannot be traced.’ Another 
response from Minton indicated that ‘there might have been two made’. Although once 
again privately owned, the peacock remained in the public arena throughout the 1960’s 
and 1970’s as the subject of newspaper articles, film proposals and several books.

On June 1  1975 an advertisement in the Melbourne Age announced the sale by auction 
of the art collection of the Ridley-Lee estate; this included the Loch Ard Peacock. 
Fortunately the peacock was not sold at this time, the reserve price of A$4500.00 
not being met. This news was passed on to the board of the newly created Flagstaff 
Hill Maritime Village, coincidentally by the grand-daughter of James McGillivray the 

Peacock’s original ‘saviour’, and urgent efforts were made to raise the necessary funds. 
Very quickly public donations, the generosity of the Fletcher Jones company (a local 
clothing manufacturer) and the willingness of the Victorian Government to pay 50% of 
the cost, raised the required amount and on 9  September 1975 the Loch Ard Peacock 
was purchased by the Flagstaff Hill Maritime Village, Warrnambool and arrangements 
were quickly made for its 3 hour road journey to Warrnambool which was, in retrospect, 
almost as dangerous as its initial arrival on these shores; it arrived in Warrnambool 
wrapped in a blanket, lying on a piece of foam in the back of a station wagon and 
restrained only by seat belts! It is obviously a very hardy bird!

Since 1975 it has left Warrnambool only twice; in 1980 it was an important figure in 
the centenary celebrations of the Exhibition Buildings in Melbourne, when it entered 
Melbourne in splendour, being ferried with much ceremony up river to the city, where 
it was officially welcomed by the then Premier of Victoria Mr Rupert Hamer; in 1988 
it was located at the entrance to the Victorian Pavilion in the Brisbane World Expo in 
Queensland from April to October of that year.

It was following its display at the Brisbane World Expo in 1988 that the claims of Diver 
William Keys in 1928 were eventually validated. An examination of the Peacock, prior to 
its return to Warrnambool, revealed that it was in too fragile a state to travel and that the 
head was in fact loose. Professional examination revealed that the head had indeed been 
broken from the body and the nature of the repair (copper bound wooden dowel, plaster 
and animal glue) indicated that this was probably done very early in its life in Australia. 
Such was the quality of the repair work completed in Brisbane that today neither the 
damage to the neck nor the chip on the beak reported by Charles McGillivray are visible.

In 2010 the Peacock’s significance to the story of the Shipwreck Coast and to the 
history of Victoria was officially recognised by its inclusion as one of very few individual 
artefacts in the Victorian Heritage Register. Today, the Loch Ard Peacock remains in the 
Flagstaff Hill Maritime Village as a central and integral part of its story of the Shipwreck 
Coast of Western Victoria and in receipt of much admiration from the over four million 
visitors, from all parts of the world, who have paused to wonder at its beauty and reflect 
on its survival.

To see the Loch Ard Peacock for yourself check-out the Flagstaff Hill website 
at http://www.flagstaffhill.com or better still get ‘up close and personal’ with 
our ‘Big Bird’ when you pay us a visit (when we open again, of course).
Author Notes: Ron Sproston is a retired teacher and historian with a Doctorate 
in Education. He and his wife Carlyn (also Ed.D.) work together as volunteer 
researchers and writers at Flagstaff Hill Maritime Village. In 2010 they wrote the 
submission which resulted in the Peacock’s significance being recognised through its 
placement on the Victorian Heritage Register (visit http://heritage.vic.gov.au ) and Ron 
published the story of the Peacock in a booklet entitled  The Peacock that became a 
Legend  which is available at Flagstaff Hill (h  ttp://www.flagstaffhill.com ).
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1. Who was the Captain of the Loch Ard on it’s last voyage?

2. a) How many people died when the Loch Ard was wrecked?

 b) How many of the people that died were passengers?

3. How and when did the Loch Ard bell get broken?

4. Of the Loch Line (23 ships) founded in Glascow, Scotland, how many were involved 
in shipwrecks?

5. List five (5) brief facts about the ship the Loch Ard.

6. Captain Gibb was described as a “first class sailor” even after he lost his ship and 
died at the helm. Why?

7. Eva Charmichael and Tom Pearce were the only survivors of the Loch Ard shipwreck.
List three facts about the lives of each of these people that you have discovered.

Eva

Tom

LOCH ARD WORKSHEET

8. For saving Eva’s life what did Tom receive?
(Hint: One of his rewards is not listed but on display elsewhere.)

1. 

2. 

3.

4. 

5.

6. 

9. The ceramic peacock on display, known as the Loch Ard Peacock, survived the 
shipwreck. It is of great historical significance and is now listed on the Victorian Heritage 
Register, one of very few artefacts to be so registered. It is today insured for $4 million.
 a) Where was it made? 
 b) Who made it? 
 c) Why was it being brought to Melbourne? 
 d) Summarise its story after the sinking of the Loch Ard.
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Below are 4 olden days school scenarios. With your family, assign 

characters to each person and act out the scenes. You could try using an 

English accent, making costumes or even designing a school set. If you 

want to be really creative, you could even add more lines! Aren’t you glad 

you weren’t at school during the 1800s?

SCENARIO 1

Teacher sitting marking work at desk looks up at sound of childish whispers.
Miss Johnson: Q uiet children. I want to hear no further noise until you have all finished this 
writing exercise.
Techer glances across towards door way and stands as if seeing someone at 
the entrance.
Miss Johnson: Oh good morning, Mr Boswell. I have been expecting your arrival. Children 
stand. (Shuffling noises and sounds of seats moving as the class ‘stands’)
Miss Johnson: Now class I want you to remember your very best manners and say ‘Good 
Morning’ to our School Inspector Mr Boswell.
Children:  (  voices chant in ragged unison)  Good morning, Mr Boswell.
Mr Boswell (  g rumpy voice ): Humph. Adequate I suppose.
Miss Johnson: (  worriedly)  I can assure you Mr Boswell that this is a most excellent class
(She leans across as if removing documents from her desk)
Miss Johnson: Please may I show you our excellent attendance records and the very 
good marks attained in both Arithmetic and Penmanship.
(Appears to pass the papers to Mr Boswell)

SCENARIO 2

Miss Johnson: (  Standing. Picks up cane and turns to face class)  Miss Richardson, 
stand up. (  Sound of chair scraping).  Now Miss Richardson, tell our School Inspector 
Mr Boswell your name.
Ethel Richardson: (  sound of scraping chair and shuffling feet. Scared voice)  If it 
please you sir, my name is Ethel Richardson.
Miss Johnson:  Thank you Miss Richardson. Now tell Mr Boswell how to spell ‘silken’.
Ethel Richardson: (  scared voice)  Please Ma’am S-I-L-K-E-N, spells silken Ma’am.
Miss Johnson:  Thank you, Miss Richardson. You may sit. (  scraping chair sound as 
Ethel sits.)

SCENARIO 3:

Miss Johnson: (  Standing and frowning, looks across the room and raises her 
voice).  Mr White if you please, come here.  (noise of scraping chairs, shuffling and 
subdued giggling)  Now Mr White tell our School Inspector Mr Boswell your name.

Patrick White:  (voiced in a broad Irish accent)  Why moi name is Patrick white sorr, 
and happy I am to meet you sorr, to be sure, to be sure.
Mr Boswell: (  outraged).  Miss Johnson, I hope this is not a demonstration of the normal 
behaviour you allow in this classroom; for if so I will have serious doubts about your 
competency.
Miss Johnson: (  reaching for the cane and turning as if to Mr Boswell)  Not at all 
sir, this ignorant young fellow is only just arrived here sir and has still to learn a proper 
respect for authority. (  turns, as if to the boy)  Mr White you will bend over. (  cane is 
seen rising and falling, sounds of it striking and in-drawing of breath as it hurt).  
Now Mr White, return to your seat and remember to sit up straight and be silent or you 
will get another visit from Mr Cane. (  swishes cane vigorously).
Mr Boswell: (  approvingly)  I approve of your discipline Miss Johnson. These Irish 
peasants must be kept in their place.

SCENARIO 4

Miss Johnson: S chool Inspector Mr Boswell. May I have your permission to demonstrate 
the class’s proficiency in their tables?  (turns as if to the class)  Class, you will recite the 
seven times tables. Begin.
Class:  (chanting voices)  1x7 equals 7 etc. 5x7 equals 35... etc
MissJohnson: V ery good class.( Turns to blackboard which shows measurements 
chart) Now you will recite this table.  (points to top of chart)  Begin, “12 inches equals 1 
foot”  (children begin to recite, perhaps up to yards in a mile)
Mr Boswell: (  interrupting)  Enough, enough. Miss Johnson I must speak to you 
privately. Set them to writing while we speak away from prying eyes and inquisitive ears.
Miss Johnson: O f course Mr Boswell.  (removes chart from the blackboard to reveal 
relevant writing exercise,
‘Take care of the pence and the pounds will take care of themselves’
Then turns to class)  Class, you will copy out the writing exercise from the blackboard. 
I expect it to be neatly and accurately completed when I return. And Patrick White do 
not attempt to use your left hand!  (Turns as if to leave the room with Mr Boswell.)
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